
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                              February 8, 2015 
 
ORDINARY  TIME – FIFTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship  
** Hymn – 269 

Opening Prayer 
** 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I am often feverish, metaphorically.  That is, my 
mind is often in “a condition of heightened activity or 
excitement,” such that I find myself agitated and harassed.  
Sometimes I have a difficult time coping.  I do not like this 
experience and I do what I can to ignore it in the hope that the 
agitation will go away and I will get some relief.  You approach 
my agitation differently.  You adore my agitation in the sense 
that you regard it with deep respect. You pay attention to it in 
an effort to understand it and its origin.  We could not be 
farther apart—I disregard; you attend.  I believe I do what I do 
because I think I should not get into such a state of agitation.  I 
think my being so harassed is a defect, a failure on my part, 
and that I should be able to “calm down” and “pull myself 
together.”  Even though I realize this pressure to relax agitates 
me further, I do not know what else to do, so I repeatedly 
make the effort.  I need to think about what you do, and about 
your doing it with me right now, especially regarding this 
pressure to relax. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

*** 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 1:29-39 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 270 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 422 
 Charge and Benediction 
 
**  People who have arrived late are seated.



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for February 15, 2015 
2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

 
FYI 
 Next week we will share lunch.  Bring some food and plan to 
stay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Richard Egan. 
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We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 

inhabit what is true for us, and to fashion the most fully 
human response possible for us in response to what our 

life contains. 
 

If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


ORDINARY  TIME – FIFTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY  [Mark 1:29-39] 

 Simon’s mother-in-law has a fever. The word translated as 
“fever” is a Greek word meaning “to be on fire, i.e. (specially) to 
have a fever.” If we take this objectively and literally we will 
understand the text to be saying that the woman had an 
abnormally high body temperature and that Christ lowered her 
body’s temperature. It would follow that if we are true believers 
we will ask Christ to do the same for us the next time we have a 
fever, something none of us are likely to do. However, if we take 
this subjectively and metaphorically we would consider a fever as 
“a condition of heightened activity or excitement,” and the word 
would describe the woman’s mind being aroused, agitated, 
excited or harassed to such a pitch that she was disturbed and 
unable to function. I think it is possible for us to identify with 
being feverish in this metaphorical sense, in which case we would 
be likely to ask Christ to reduce the fevered pitch of our mind. The 
English translation makes it sound like Christ removes the fever. 
The Greek text describes what Christ actually does with us. Christ 
approaches us as someone who is feverish/agitated. He retains 
the power of the agitation over us and makes us conscious of it in 
the sense of allowing us to be a witness to our agitation rather 
than being only a victim of our agitation. Diminishing fevered 
agitation requires that a non-judging and receptive relationship 
be formed with it, in which case being fevered would not be a 
flaw or a failure but would be something about which to be 
curious. This relationship is what Christ provides. The diminishing 
of judgment allows the conflict that agitates us to come forward 
where it can be known more directly. As a result, its power to 
agitate us decreases and we are allowed to function more 
effectively. It is now possible to serve in the sense of attend to 
what Christ is doing, which is receiving our agitation and what 
gives rise to it. 

The text continues that Christ attends to those who are sick 
and are possessed with demons, cures those who are sick with 
various diseases, and casts out many demons. Again, these can be 
approached objectively/literally or subjectively/metaphorically. 
We will address them subjectively/metaphorically. The word 
“sick” is a Greek word meaning “badly [physically or morally],” 

from a root: “intrinsically worthless.” The phrase “possessed with 
demons” is a single word meaning “to be exercised by a demon” [a 
supernatural spirit of a bad/harmful nature/a persistently 
tormenting person, force, or passion; from a root: to divide]. I 
think the idea here is that our lives are sometimes driven and 
directed by an aspect of our life of which we are not conscious and 
which is not congruent with the person we actually are. Under its 
influence we are divided or split and end up being at odds with 
ourselves. An illustration would be the conclusion we all seem to 
reach in childhood that “we are not enough.” Under its influence 
we find ourselves hiding from or running from our life rather than 
participating in our life. This conclusion itself is intrinsically 
worthless, and its impact on us is “harmful” in that it sets us 
against ourselves. 

The word translated as “cure” is a Greek word meaning “to wait 
upon menially, i.e. (figuratively) to adore, or (specially) to relieve.” 
The idea here is that Christ pays close attention to the things that 
agitate us, and does so in a non-judging and receptive way. The 
word “adore” is not one we would usually think of in this context, 
although the word is suggestive when the attention given is non-
judgmental and receptive, and the intent is to become familiar and 
conversant with something we have not had a relationship with. 
The way Christ relates by adoring the things that make us feverish 
changes our internal environment and makes it more amenable 
and accessible. The result of this is that what agitates us is “cast 
out,” a word which means “to eject,” from a root “to throw + the 
point whence motion or action proceeds.” The conflicts which 
agitate us come out from the place where they are hidden and 
enter our awareness where they can be known and understood 
and integrated, which is what gives us and them relief. 
 Christ moves through the countryside of our life and relates to 
the aspects of our life we cannot or do not relate to. His way of 
doing this pulls them into our awareness so that we have the 
opportunity to relate to these parts of our life in the same 
receptive way as he does. 

 [Jim Robie, 2-5-15, Cycle B, Mark 1:29-39] 


